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Seizing opportunities is paying off 

for transport planning apprentice 

Joel Shevlin who expanded his 

career horizons by leaving a former 

job in a Heineken factory and 

embarking on a rewarding career in 

highways and transportation.

Joel is a rising star within 

consultant Atkins and recently 

completed the Transport Planning 

Technician Level 3 apprenticeship 

– achieving EngTech registration 

– after being named as a finalist 

in CIHT’s Apprentice of the Year 

competition last year.

He plans to keep up the 

momentum on his professional 

development and is now to embark 

on the Level 6 Transport Planning 

Degree Apprenticeship, which 

launched this year.

Joel joined Atkins in Manchester 

in September 2016 and has enjoyed 

working primarily on sustainable 

transport projects. He has 

recently been on secondment with 

Transport for Greater Manchester 

on a project to develop the city’s 

‘Bee’ cycling network.

On his decision to undertake 

an apprenticeship in transport 

planning, he says: “I wanted to work 

in a sector with clear progression 

routes and good opportunities to 

learn. Instead of pressing buttons 

in a factory I was keen to do 

something more challenging.”

Joel believes now is an exciting 

time to join the profession, with 

new technology such as drones 

and driverless cars promising 

transformative change.

“The job variety is the main 

attraction,” he adds. “Every day 

is different; one day I could be 

interviewing people on the street, 

the next designing a motorway 

junction using state of the art 

software.”

Joel particularly enjoys working 

on stakeholder engagement 

and public consultation, and was 

involved with this early on in his 

apprenticeship for the Venturer 

driverless cars project in Bristol.

“My apprenticeship has been a 

great experience and a challenging 

one,” he says. “I have certainly been 

thrown into projects and I’ve found 

that when you step out of your 

comfort zone, it helps you learn and 

develop faster.

“Saying yes to opportunities 

can only be a good thing for your 

development.”

Joel’s ambitions for the future 

include gaining experience across 

a wide range of projects and 

eventually managing his own  

team of transport planners, 

who he can help with their own 

development, as well as achieving 

Chartership.

To find out more about 

becoming professionally qualified 

visit ciht.org.uk/getqualified

Transportation professionals in the early 

stages of their careers can gain insights into 

how sustainability and technology are shaping 

the industry at CIHT’s Young Professionals 

Conference.

One key employer backing the event is 

Highways England. The strategic road network 

operator is a Major Supporter and is running an 

initiative to give its emerging talent the chance 

to attend.

The Young Professionals Conference is a 

unique learning experience and an opportunity 

for young people from across the sector to 

engage and network with each other and share 

best practice.

It takes place at Manchester’s Science & 

Industry Museum on 14 November and will 

feature a line up of inspiring speakers including 

Highways England’s environment group 

manager Ivan Le Fevre, O2’s smart cities lead 

Miranda Clarke and  Transport for the North 

major roads director Peter Molyneux.

The conference promises to be an 

unmissable day full of valuable insights to bring 

back to the workplace. 

To secure places for your staff and view the 

event programme, visit ciht.org.uk/ypc 

Active member of the Institution and former 

Yorkshire & the Humber Committee Chairman 

Andrew McLusky FCIHT passed away on 16 July.

Andrew enjoyed a successful career in local 

government which began at Sheffield City Council. 

This followed his graduation from the University 

of Leeds and a year spent at Newcastle University, 

were he gained a diploma in highways and traffic 

engineering.

Andrew would go on to work for South Yorkshire 

County Council and finally Doncaster Borough 

Council. During his career, Andrew’s achievements 

included the design and implementation of major 

traffic schemes – such as the introduction of 

urban traffic control systems – in the centres of 

Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield.

He delivered one of the first ‘tidal flow’ traffic 

schemes in the UK along the A61 Heeley corridor 

in Sheffield, and was responsible for the A638 

North Bridge Improvement in Doncaster. The 

latter provided a new alignment and bridge over 

the East Coast Main Line railway and the River 

Don, while maintaining the old bridge for use by 

buses, cyclists, taxis and for local access. 

Andrew spent many years on the CIHT 

Yorkshire & the Humber committee, becoming 

Chairman in 1997/98. The Institution recognised 

his commitment and hard work with the award of a 

Certificate of Merit in 2009.

He was also an active member of the Institution 

of Civil Engineers within the region, serving as the 

Yorkshire association chair for the 2001 to 2002 

session. During his retirement he was a member 

of a retired members’ group, taking on the duties 

of honorary secretary between 2007 to 2013.

Following his retirement Andrew formed a 

walking group (‘The County Set’) of former South 

Yorkshire County Council colleagues which met 

monthly and is still active today.

Andrew’s friend and former working colleague 

for many years Alan Carnall commented: “He was 

passionate about the great contribution that our 

professional institutions could make not only in 

developing people but also in furthering the overall 

profession. He put a lot of energy and effort into 

institution work.”

Andrew is survived by his wife Margaret and 

daughters Helen and Rachel.
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